AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 30, 2005
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 5, 2005
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 16, 2005
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 31, 2005

SENATE BILL No. 377

Introduced by Senator Ortiz

February 17, 2005

I—nsﬂtuﬁeﬂs—eee}e—An act relatlng to health care coverage

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
SB 377, as amended, Ortiz. Administration—Medi-Cal: dental

services.

Ex1st1ng law—a-lse estabhshes the Med1 Cal program admlmstered
by the State Department of Health Services, that provides certain

beneﬁts to quahﬁed re01p1ents —H—neler—exrsfrng—}aw—t-he—beafd—&nd

feq&&es—&ﬁﬂﬁa{—re&fﬁrﬁraﬁefre%ehgrbthty Certam dental services are
covered Medi-Cal benefits.
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This bill would declare that the Legislature has appropriated money
in the Budget Act of 2001 and each subsequent Budget Act thereafter,
for the provision under the Medi-Cal program of nonemergency
benefits for the prevention and treatment of dental and periodontal
disease for beneficiaries during pregnancy to prevent premature
deliveries and low-birth weights. The bill would require the
department to immediately implement the provision of these services
by informing Denti-Cal and other Medi-Cal providers through
provider bulletins that these benefits are included for pregnant
beneficiaries. The bill would require the department to adopt
regulations to implement the provision of these services on or before
January 1, 2008, and would provide that implementation by provider
bulletin of this provision shall not be delayed pending the adoption of
these regulations.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. (a) In the Budget Act of 2001 and each
2 subsequent Budget Act thereafter, the Legislature has
3 appropriated money for the provision under the Medi-Cal
4 program of nonemergency benefits for the prevention and
5 treatment of dental and periodontal disease for beneficiaries
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during pregnancy to prevent premature deliveries and low-birth
weights.

(b) These preventive and treatment dental services for
pregnant women result in net savings to the Medi-Cal program
by avoiding the far more costly medical and other interventions
needed to treat and care for premature and low-birth weight
disabled newborns immediately at birth and throughout life.

(c) Itis the intent of the Legislature to reaffirm its commitment
to the provision of the benefits described in subdivision (a) for
which money has consistently been appropriated.

(d) Therefore, the State Department of Health Services shall
immediately implement the provision of services described in
subdivision (a) by clearly informing Denti-Cal and other
Medi-Cal providers through a provider bulletin or bulletins that
the services described in subdivision (a) are included Medi-Cal
benefits for pregnant beneficiaries.

(e) (1) On or before January 1, 2008, the department shall
adopt regulations in accordance with the rulemaking
requirements of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of
Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code to
implement the provision of services described in subdivision (a).

(2) Notwithstanding the rulemaking requirements of Chapter
3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of
Title 2 of the Government Code, the implementation by provider
bulletin required under subdivision (d) shall not be delayed
pending the adoption of administrative regulations.
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